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he information provided In this handout set Is
for guidance only and should not be
regarded as a complete and authentative
Interpretation of the law
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> Ihelegal context and DE requirements in
relation to child protection

» Categories of child abuse -
»> The signs and symptoms of childrabuse
» The roles and responsibilities of key people

~Ihe role oT‘Governors |Wh@iﬁduﬁﬁ@ﬁ
o) [ Self dre of
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D GUIDELNES

>Péstora| Care In Schools Child Protection

> DE Circulars 2006/6.6a.6b.7.8.9.9a.9b
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CIRCULAR Z005/13
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gThe—Board of G-c-)vem@r‘s AIOW. has a duty o safeguard_
--Ecm'd'p'mm'e‘t-e-th'e-\Nelfare of all children In the care of their
school

i

»School Governors now have a duty to ensure there is a
child protection policy at their school and that it Is
Implemented and reviewed




DIPRE

CONAREXTE

e — == — . g
st — — e ———

e

e ———
- — -

e —— —— e —
——m

e —— ==

* > United Nations Conventions on the right of
the child 1991

»> The Children (NI) Order 1995
> The Sexual Offences Act 2003
> Education & Libraries Order 2003 — \Welfare

nd-Protection of Pupils .
Wrmele Adults
| raer 2003




Right to have his/her welfare considered
paramount in all decisions taken about him/her

> Article 12 . -




Parental responsibility
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~ > Introduces a new criminal offence
of abuse of trust

Introduces a new offence of

stingrachild followi g.d



~ WHATISCHILD ABUSE

“The first step In recognising abuse Is the ability. ..
to entertain the possibility of antsertaking
place”




e — Four Categories:

» Neglect -

»> Emotional
~ » Physical
exua




RECOGNITION OF CHILD ABUSE
POSSIBLE INDICATORS

" Implausible or no explanations for .
EEESSSmm=—————  Injuries - significant bruising and = ——
— marking

AN

Reluctance Fear of

to go home <;PHYSICAL$ physical
ABUST contact,
shrinking back —~a

Self destructive tendencies

Risky behaviours



RECOGNITION OF CHILD ABUSE

- POSSIBLE INDICATORS !

e Personal hygiene problems —
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Care concerns

Constant
o about hunger,
iredness NEC—}LECT clothing
supervision [
— REIVISION

Failure/delay in seeking
medical attention



RECOGNITION OF CHILD ABUSE

- POSSIBLE INDICATORS !

-~ Over-reaction to mistakes, | —
. Unable to accept praise
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ey @TIO"’A sations,
’ - ABUSE Isolated ’ -
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Self destructive tendencies

Risky behaviours



RECOGNITION OF CHILD ABUSE

- POSSIBLE INDICATORS !

Isolation, overly protective of
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Promiscuity
Risky
behaviours

siblings

AN

SEXUAL
ABUSTE

Reluctance to go home

Inappropriate
sexualised

behaviour &
language

Physical injuries
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— > Internet —acceptahle user policy, firewalls eic.
e 1 T 0 e —
» Use of G3 mobile phones — consider risks =

attached, changing rooms, ovemightstays

» Taking visual images of young people — need
o, seek consent



- CHILD PROTECTION




#Stﬂﬁt@{ﬁqe%pensibility: Soclal Services/PSNI/NSPCC

These are the agencies that have the statutory
responsibility for investigation

» Education and Library Boards
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SCHOOL

Respoﬁle for whole school trainin— :
esponsiblefor discussing ChildiProtection

concerns of any member of school/support staff
and keeping all records

» Collaborate with the principal in making referrals to
Social Services or PSNI

ensible for notifying the ELB designated _—
iGer T
[FKeepIng the schpelipriRcipal

Informed
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» Responsible for ensuring that locally established

procedures are followed

» Taking lead In the development of the schools -
child protection policy

» Responsible for promoting a childiprotection ethos.
B
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FORTCHICDTFROTECTION

> Provide advice, guidance and suppofol
~ designated teachers on the handling of child
protection issues

»> Maintain a register of Schools” Designated
Teachers (DT)

»> Provide training to all relevant staff

ﬁmsent ELB on a range of child protection fora....
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ROLLEOEBOARDIOEGCOVERNOR:!

SOENSBRINISESGOINAASTY
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= - Child protection (CP) policy which'is
reviewed annually

» Bullying policy which is reviewed annually

» Code of conduct for all adultsrwerking in
schools

> P proprlate training has taken place
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> School staff and'vmuﬁteer&are vetted
r—-

» Parents and pupils receive a copy of CP policy and
complaints procedures every 2 years

»> An annual report on CP Is presented to,Boarad of
Governors

School mamtams records of:
- SUS0ICIoNs Of @

- disclosures of abuse
- complaints against staff



CrJr\J HPERSON OF BEOA KD

»Ensure that at least one member of the
Board has CP training to sit on an ~
Interview panel

here.acomplaint is against the. ... -:-li
Pri | vernors who
as to assume responsibility for

managing the complaint/allegation
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Handout 4
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Take 5 minutes to read througirtie
checklist




THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST

- e

WESTERN EDUCATION

¥ &LIBRARY BOARD
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